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Philemon 1:6~Promoting Faith of All Good In Christ Jesus that is ours!
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Paul’s Thorn in the flesh Sad to say: Many Christians are ignorant as to what Paul’s thorn in the flesh was, and they mistakenly think it was an illness sent upon Paul by God!  But the Bible plainly tells us what it was, a: Messenger, a: Buffeter, a: Demon, from the Devil: Satan!  Jesus Himself never suffered with sickness, (save in redemption he bore ours, so we needn’t suffer with it at all) but He suffered persecution “Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.”  Hebrews 13:3 “Remember them“, implies that you should help & pray for those persecuted, that they may be: Delivered!  We are indeed admonished to use the abilities God gives us to minister to others.  1 Peter 4:7-11 We certainly shouldn’t be surprised when Adversity hits us, for being a Christian.  “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God Rests upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.” ~1 Peter 4:12-14   In order to rejoice when persecuted, you will need God’s Power of GLORY to Rest upon you!!!  You will need to have your faith Rest in God’s Delivering Power!  Even as Saint Paul did, “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My Strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities (weaknesses), that the Power of Christ may Rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities (weaknesses), in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”~2 Corinthians 12:9-10   No! God did not bring the infirmity (weakness) to Paul, Satan did!  God gave Paul: Grace & Strength!  And Abundance of Revelations!  Now when Paul acts on God’s Grace & Revelations, the Power of Christ will Rest upon Paul, to Deliver him.  Praise God Forevermore!  We have been given Christ's Power & Glory in His Name, & as Citizens of Heaven to rid ourselves & others from all the power of the enemy (Satan). We are Victorious Overcomers, over all that our enemy sends: illnesses, demons, poverty & fear, worry, & doubt, temptations, tests & trials, persecutions and bad circumstances!  Use of your faith In-Christ Jesus, with persistence over & against fiery Trials, overcomes the world!  When you are reproached because of Christ Jesus in you, by people; God’s Glory falls upon you, and gives you power to Overcome evil with good.  “And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing All who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” Acts 10:38  Let’s look at some scriptures about Deliverance, Grace & being Humble.  2 Corinthians 1:10  Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver [us];  (God will deliver Paul even from: Thorn in the flesh, Devil's messenger.  Also God is willing to Deliver us: Past, Present & Future!) 2 Corinthians 12:7  And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.  (God wants him exalted, & Satan does not)*  2 Corinthians 12:9  And he said unto me, My Grace is sufficient for thee: for My Strength is made  perfect in weakness.  Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the Power of Christ may rest upon me.   (Power of Christ will deliver a person from anything!)  2 Corinthians 9:8  And God [is] able to make all Grace Abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all [things], may Abound to every good work: 2 Timothy 4:18  And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve [me]unto his Heavenly kingdom: to whom [be] glory for ever and ever. Amen. Philemon 1:9  Yet for love's sake I rather beseech [thee], being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.  (Paul lived to be an old man, so I would conclude he did not have a debilitating disease which shortened his life span)  James 1:13  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: James 1:17  “Every Good gift and every Perfect gift is from Above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”  God’s eternal purpose & His Character never change! God’s Character is to give us only Good & Perfect gifts, by giving us His Grace He is supplying us with all that we would ever need, want or heart desire.  If we humble ourselves to receive from Him, His Grace & Glory and every Good thing will be given!  James 4:6  “But he giveth more Grace, Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth Grace unto the humble.” (verse 7) “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, & he will flee from you!”   (Don't ask God to resist the devil for you, you resist the Devil.)  James 4:10  “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall Lift you up.”  God doesn’t do things to us to make us humble, instead he encourages us to do the task of making ourselves to be humble, on our own volition! Being Humble is not a weakness, instead it means: Yielding yourself to the very Power of God, to flow through you! 1 Peter 5:6  “Humble yourselves therefore under the Mighty hand of God, that he may  exalt you in due time:”  *(God wants to exalt you, as He wanted to exalt Paul.) God wants Paul to be exalted Above measure, by him acting upon those Revelations given him.  (God gave Paul, the Abundance of  Revelations; God is Not Punishing him for them!) God did Not Send the messenger of Satan, Satan sent his own buffeter!  God was never (and never will be) in Cahoots with Satan.  Jesus came to destroy the works of Satan! ~1 John 3:8 ...."For this purpose the Son of God was Manifested, that He (Jesus) might Destroy the works of the devil."  That buffeter was a work of the devil, (Not God) against Paul.  God did not tell Paul to keep the thorn in his flesh, God was telling Paul that he granted Grace, & it was sufficient to do the job!  God's Grace was sufficient for Paul to, rid himself of Satan's buffeter; thorn in the flesh.  God gave Paul Grace to bring the Power of Christ to rest upon him to deliver him. So Paul would rather boast in his own weakness, because in & of his own self he knows: he doesn't have the power to deliver himself, but only God's power of Grace is sufficient to overcome satan's buffeter, which was sent to kill, steal and destroy Paul: (John 10:10) before his acting upon the Abundance of Revelations God Gave him.  Satan still comes to steal God's Word from our hearts! ~Matthew 13:19  Some have the mistaken idea that God wanted to humble Paul, but one must be aware that Paul was already humble, enough that he was granted God's Grace according to ~James 4:6 & 2 Corinthians 12:9  Grace is a good & perfect gift from God and a messenger from of satan is not!  We are to resist the devil, Not God resist the devil for us!  Paul knows to humble and submit himself to God & His Word of Grace Given him by God, in order to resist the devil and cause him to flee! ~James 4:7  We must realize along with Paul, that God's "Grace" will Deliver us!  We must act upon the revelation of Grace, and boast in our insufficiency and upon God's sufficiency.  Then the Power of God will rest upon us, as it did for Paul.  When we are reproached for Christ, God’s Glory comes upon us, for Deliverance! ~1 Peter 4:14
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